
 
 

MOBILITY PROGRAMMES TO SUPPORT FRENCH-MALAYSIAN COOPERATION                           

IN RESEARCH AND HIGHER EDUCATION 

Call for researchers, lecturers and students willing to study (M1, M2, PhD)  

or perform a research stay in France   

 

Training of human resources in science, technology and innovation is an essential part of the strategy 

lead by the Service of Cultural Cooperation and Action, Embassy of France to Malaysia. In order to 

support students and researchers from Malaysia who wish to pursue graduate training in France or 

who aim at developing strong academic or research programmes with Higher Education institutions in 

France, the Embassy of France to Malaysia is launching in 2023 three calls:  

1) Master studies and pre-doctoral mobility: 12-month scholarships for students wishing to 

enroll in a Master’s programme in France (M1 + M2) or only M2, with the objective of pursuing 

their studies through a PhD in France (preferably in co-direction or cotutelle). In this case, the 

M2 internship will be the opportunity for them to get acquainted with their potential PhD 

director and set the ground for their PhD research work. 

2) Doctoral mobility: financial support for PhD students, preferably engaged in a co-direction or 

cotutelle programme, and wishing to perform a research stay in France (3-6 months). 

3) Mobility for researchers and lecturers: one-month stays in France allowing for the researcher 

or lecturer to launch a new research or training collaboration programme - or develop an 

existing programme in a significant way. 

 

Scope of the calls 

- These calls target all areas of study and research, including science, technology, engineering, 

humanities, social sciences, etc. French as a Foreign Language is the only exception. 

- These calls are open to students and researchers/lecturers from all higher education and 

research institutions in Malaysia from the private and public sector, on the basis of the 

eligibility criteria indicated in each specific call. Achieving a wide institutional and geographic 

distribution through these calls is highly desirable.  

 



 
 

Grant Application and Evaluation Process 

- Applicants must follow the instructions and calendar indicated in each call. 

- Applications will be assessed by an internal committee set up by the Embassy.  

- We particularly encourage applications  

o including some level of co-funding by a Malaysian institution  

o leading way to a new bilateral collaboration  

- Please note that all selection processes are guided by gender equality and non-discrimination 

principles. 

 

(1) Master (M1, M2) and Pre-doctoral (M2) studies in France 

 

Presentation of the programme:  

In order to support Malaysian students who wish to pursue graduate training in France, the Embassy 

is launching in 2023 two calls:  

1a - Master studies: 12-month scholarship covering living expenses for students wishing to 

perform their entire Master training in France. The scholarship is attributed for the initial M1 

year and may be extended in M2 provided that (1) the student is accepted in M2 and (2) 

his/her academic results are satisfactory. 

1b - Pre-doctoral studies: 12-month scholarship covering living expenses for students 

currently in M1, and wishing to follow M2 studies with the longer-term objective of enrolling 

in a PhD program in France – preferably in cotutelle (Joint Ph.D.) or co-direction with a 

Malaysian University. The M2 internship should take place in the laboratory of the potential 

PhD Director, preferably under his/her supervision, thus allowing the student to set the ground 

for PhD research work. 

Who can apply?  

The call is open to Malaysian citizens under 28 years of age by 31 December 2023. 

Knowledge of French is not mandatory. Language requirements are left to the discretion of the host 

institution. 



 
 

The eligibility criteria for each program are as follows:  

1a - Master studies in France: students who will apply to enroll in M1 in 2022-2023 

(programme starting in 2023) and wish to conduct M1 and M2 in France.  

1b - Pre-doctoral studies: students currently enrolled in M1 and willing to enroll in M2, with 

the intention to pursue their studies with a PhD in France (preferably in cotutelle or co-

direction with a Malaysian University).  

What support is provided by the scholarship? 

- The support takes the form of a monthly allowance of around 700€ to cover living expenses 

(including the cost of housing).  

- As French government scholarship holders, the selected candidates will also benefit from a 

social security coverage, the waiving of their tuition fees (up to a maximum of € 5,000) and, 

subject to availabilities, will have access to university housing. Finally, the scholarship also 

includes fee waivers for the “Etudes en France” application and the student visa.  

- Please note that the support provided concerns solely the selected applicant: no arrangements 

will be made for any dependents or family members.  

What are the evaluation criteria? 

- Excellence of academic record and competencies of the candidate  

- Quality and relevance of the selected studies and the internship project  

- Added value of the training/research performed in France 

- Targeted institution 

- Future professional perspectives/project  

- Likelihood of the student actually pursuing studies with PhD training (Pre-doctoral studies 

program) 

What are the conditions of application? 

- University term must start in September 2023  

- Attribution of the scholarship is subject to acceptation of the applicant in M1/M2  

- A final report must be submitted to the Embassy no later than 28 February 2024 

- Selected candidates must make sure they have a passport with an adequate validity period 

and must be registered in the Campus France Alumni database 



 
 

How to apply?  

- Deadline: March 15, 2023 at 23:59 Malaysia time. 

- E-mail address: scac.kuala-lumpur-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr  with cc to:  

sylvain.letailleur@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

- Applications must be submitted through a UNIQUE FILE (<5Mo) including all the listed 

documents in the following order: 

SECTION A (candidate’s information) 

1- Completed administrative form  Download  

2- Brief CV 1 page MAX 

3- Cover letter indicating the motivations of the candidate to do a Master and 

study in France and describing his/her subsequent studies or career plans 

2 pages MAX 

4- For candidates to the “Pre-doctoral studies” scholarship:  

 - summary of the  M2 internship project, the potential PhD subject, and any 

ongoing collaborations between the French and Malaysian teams (if PhD 

in cotutelle or co-supervision is anticipated) 

2 pages MAX 

 - support letters from the potential PhD directors in France and Malaysia (if 

PhD in cotutelle or co-supervision is anticipated) 

 

SECTION B (administrative documents)  

5- Copy of valid ID or passport  

6- Application made for an M1 or M2 programme in France, 2 pages MAX 

7- Acceptance letter from the M1 or M2 programme in France (if available) 2 pages MAX 

8- Previous diplomas (SPM, Bachelor, BSc and Master degrees)  

9- Academic transcripts from the previous year of study  

 

- Unique application file  

o Applications must be sent via a unique PDF file (<5Mo) including all documents in 

the order detailed above.  

o The file’s name must follow the format:  

 Master studies in France: MASTER-SURNAME-Name.pdf  or 

 Predoctoral mobility: PREDOC-SURNAME-Name.pdf 

o The object of the e-mail should be:  

 Master studies in France: MASTER GRANT - Surname  or 

 Predoctoral mobility : PREDOC GRANT -  Surname   

mailto:scac.kuala-lumpur-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr
mailto:sylvain.letailleur@diplomatie.gouv.fr


 
 

What’s the calendar ?  

Call opens  October 7, 2022 

Deadline for application submission March 15, 2023 

Publication of results  April 30, 2023 

Deadline to provide confirmation of admission to M2 

programme  

July 31, 2023 

Mobility period September 2023 - August 2024 

 

Contact person 

Mr Sylvain Letailleur 

Campus France Representative to Malaysia  

E-mail: sylvain.letailleur@diplomatie.gouv.fr  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sylvain.letailleur@diplomatie.gouv.fr


 
 

(2) PhD mobility: research stays in France  

 

Presentation of the programme:  

The provided financial support includes a 3-6 month scholarship covering living expenses and in some 

cases plane transportation for PhD students wishing to perform a research stay in France in 2023. 

Priority will be given to students engaged in a PhD programme in cotutelle (joint or double degree) or 

codirection with a French institution / Ecole Doctorale. Students involved in a cotutelle programme 

may apply for recurrent funding (maximum: 12 months).  

Who can apply?  

The call is open to Malaysian citizens who: 

- are under 35 years of age in 2022  

- have been accepted or are already enrolled in:  

o a PhD programme in France and in Malaysia (cotutelle/joint degree) or 

o a PhD programme in Malaysia (ex. codirection) and can provide an official acceptance 

letter from the host institution in France  

- knowledge of French is not mandatory. Language requirements are left to the discretion of 

the host institution 

What support is provided by the scholarship? 

- The scholarship takes the form of a monthly allowance. The cost of the trip to France may be 

covered in some cases. 

- As French government scholarship holders, the selected candidates will also benefit from a 

social security coverage and, subject to availabilities, will have access to university housing. 

- Please note that the support provided concerns solely the selected applicant: no arrangements 

will be made for any dependents or family members.  

What are the evaluation criteria? 

- Excellence of academic record and competencies 

- Quality and relevance of the PhD project to the bilateral collaboration 

- Targeted institution(s) 

- Future professional perspectives / project  

- Added value of the research performed in France 



 
 

What are the conditions of application? 

- The call is open to: 

o new PhD students enrolled in a programme starting no later than September 2023.  

o current PhD students engaged in the 1st or 2nd year (semester 1-4) of their programme.  

o The mobility period may only take place during semesters 1-5.  

- A final report must be submitted to the Embassy no later than one month after the day of end 

of the scholarship.  

- Selected candidates must make sure they have a passport with an adequate validity period 

and must be registered in the Campus France Alumni database 

How to apply?  

- Deadline: applications should be sent to valerie.barbosa@diplomatie.gouv.fr with cc: 

scac.kuala-lumpur-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr before February 14th, 2023 at 23:59 Malaysia 

time 

- Applications (single PDF file) should include all the listed documents in the following order: 

1- Completed administrative form  Download 

2- Copy of valid ID or passport  

3- Brief CV  2 pages MAX 

4- Cover letter providing detailed information on: (1) the candidate’s motivation 

(2) the added value of the research stay in France, (3)  the existing cooperation 

between the French and Malaysian teams (if any) and (4) the candidate’s 

future career plans 

2 pages MAX 

5- A summary of the research project that will be developed in France: state-of-

the art, hypothesis, methodology, expected results, expected impact  

2 pages MAX 

6- Support letter from the PhD director in Malaysia  

7-  Support letter from the PhD director in France (codirection or cotutelle). If no 

cotutelle or codirection is in place, an acceptance letter from the host 

institution in France 

 

8- Copy of previous diplomas (BSc and Master degrees), and academic 

transcripts from the previous year of study 

 

 

- Applications must be sent via a unique PDF file (<5Mo)  

- The file’s name and object of the email must follow the format: Application PhD 2023  

SURNAME-Name  

mailto:valerie.barbosa@diplomatie.gouv.fr


 
 

 

What’s the calendar?  

Doctoral mobility 

Launch of the call  January  11, 2023 

Deadline for application submission February 14th, 2023 (23:59 Malaysia time)  

Publication of results  March 3rd, 2023 

Mobility period   From May 15th  – December 2023 
 

Contact person 

Dr. Valérie BARBOSA 

Attachée for Science and Higher Education  

Embassy of France to Malaysia  

E-mail: valerie.barbosa@diplomatie.gouv.fr  
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(3) Call for researchers and lecturers to develop joint collaboration programmes 

 

Presentation of the programme: 

The financial support for travel and 1-month stay in France is intended for junior and senior scientists 

who aim at launching a new research or academic collaboration or to develop and expand an existing 

collaboration program with a French institution. Stays should combine different types of activities: 

research, teaching, development of student exchange programs, transfer of knowledge (conferences, 

workshops, etc.). Priority will be given to:  

- Applicants aiming at developing a dual degree or assimilated academic program.  

- Applications that benefit from co-funding from a Malaysian institution, especially if it allows 

to extend the initial stay period.  

Who can apply?  

The call is open to researchers of any nationality: 

- under 55 years of age in 2023. 

- working full-time in a Malaysian institution. 

- who are in contact with another / other researcher(s) or lecturer(s) in France and/or already 

involved in an active collaboration between two research units in France and in Malaysia. 

Knowledge of French is not mandatory. Language requirements are left to the discretion of the host 

institution. 

What are the evaluation criteria? 

- Excellence of the record and competencies of the candidate  

- Quality of the submitted research project and perspectives in term of scientific production 

(publications, outreach programme, etc.) 

- Relevance and potential impact of the project in terms of the collaboration in research and 

training (student mobility) between France and Malaysia  

- Targeted institution 



 
- The evaluation process of eligible applications will be conducted by experts from the Ministère 

de la Recherche et de l’Enseignement Supérieur (MESR – French Ministry of Research and 

Higher Education) 

 

What are the conditions of application? 

- Selected candidates must make sure they have a passport with an adequate validity period 

and must register in the Campus France Alumni database. 

- A final report must be submitted to the Embassy no later than one month upon the date of 

return to Malaysia.  

How to apply?  

- Deadline: applications should be sent to valerie.barbosa@diplomatie.gouv.fr with cc: 

scac.kuala-lumpur-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr before February 9th, 2023 at 23:59 Malaysia 

time 

- Applications (single PDF file) should include all the listed documents in order: 

1- Completed administrative form  Download 

2- Copy of valid ID or passport  

3- Brief CV  (2 pages MAXIMUM), 

4- Cover letter providing detailed information on the collaboration 

with the French researcher or research institution  

(2 pages MAXIMUM) 

5- A summary of the research project that will be developed in France: 

state-of-the art, hypothesis, methodology, expected results, impact 

on the broader collaborative project, anticipated scientific 

production 

(2 pages MAXIMUM) 

6- If a double-degree program is under development:  

 - a draft of the project (name, complementarity between the 

syllabus from both institutions, target public, provisional 

calendar, resources available) 

(2 pages MAXIMUM) 

 - official letters from both institutions indicating their 

support for the development of the above-mentioned 

program 

 

7- A letter of acceptance from the host institution in France   

 

- Applications must be sent via a unique PDF file (<5Mo) including all documents in the order 

detailed above.  

mailto:valerie.barbosa@diplomatie.gouv.fr


 
- The file’s name and email object must follow the format: Academic mobility 2023  SURNAME-

Name  

- Applications that do not follow the prescribed format WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR 

EVALUATION  

 

What’s the calendar? 

Mobility for researchers and lecturers  

Call opens  January 11, 2023 

Deadline for application submission February 9th, 2023  

Publication of results  May 15th, 2023 

Mobility period July 1st -December 31st 2023 

 

Contact person 

Dr. Valérie BARBOSA 

Attachée for Science and Higher Education  

Embassy of France to Malaysia  

E-mail: valerie.barbosa@diplomatie.gouv.fr  

mailto:valerie.barbosa@diplomatie.gouv.fr

